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Comments 


"Under the Spreading Chestnut 
Tree on the "Common" we often 
Sat on the bench around it to 
eat our school lunch and "chew 
the fat" with our playmates of 
long ago. Then off we were to 
play ball or prisoners! base. 
Boys sure had fun chasing their 
favorite little girl. It was 
so easy to tell who it was } 
Alas and alack the school bell 
rang to spoil the romance time. 
The bench was built by Nickolas 
Bourcier from the "Four corners" 
in the teens as a main resting 
place for those waiting for the 
trolley in fair weather. 
Thayers store and post office 
was a busy place for a small 

B town. Note the open trolley 
icar and the high grass on the 
“common. Even some grass near 
the Town Hall. 


Note also the large elm shading tree across the street with its hitching posts and 


railing. 
For a time the Nash girls, Beatrice and Gladys, 
luscious duck sandwiches on Sundays. 
enjoy them. 


Man,were they ever good. 
Memory doesn't"taste"quite as good, however. 


How cool the shade was under these trees during the heat of summer. 


set up a small booth to dispense 
Too bad we can!tt still 
Then to our left out of the 


picture was the horse barn where we went to get drinking water for the center school 


children. 
refreshing shade of the old Elm tree. 
Comments. "Old Nick" story.) 


"Old Nick" passed by this area often and I'm sure he, too, enjoyed the 
(See the Feb. '76 issue of our Crimpville 


Mendon Inhabitance \\\ \\WS 
Rawson Farm Inhabitance |//| 
Dedham Inhabitance, remainder. 


MAP OF THE TOWN OF BELLINGHAM IN 1919 
SHOWING THE STREAMS, STREETS, STEAM RAILWAYS, ELECTRIC RAILWAYS (--- ); 
CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, MILLS AND CEMETERIES 
SCALE: ONE INCH TO MILE 


Here are two maps showing the area covered by "Rawson's Farm" and the section that 
belonged to Mendon before 1719. Note the location of the Congregational Church on 
Taunton Street in 1722. 

The large map on the facing page is the "Plan of a tract of land purchased by Mr. 
Edward Rawson, of Thomas Awonsamug, Indian of Natick. The said tract containing 18.0 
acres, as it lyeth bounded with Charles River, Mendon and Sherbourne & touching on 4 
point upon Medfield, as in this plat is described. Surveyed July 1685 by Thomas 
Thurston. The foregoing Plan exactly copied from the original parchment plan. By 
John Metcalf Surveyor & Clerk of the Propriators of Rawson's Farm aforesaid Bellingham 
May 1748. Note there was a deed from Wm Rawson to Wm Hayward, Thomas Sanford & 
Thomas Burch, dated 1701, that names and describes the foregoing plan, recorded in the 
County of Suffolk Records July 6, 1703. Lib XXI page 315, 316. Note the original 
Parchment Plan is in Providence & the possessor refuses to part with it. The plan 
100’ rods to an inch." 


On the bottom of the map we noted an entry that "King Wm & Queen Mary began to reign 
Feb. 23, 1688/9. Last Charter of Massachusetts dated Oct. 7, 1692." 


You will note that in this large tract of land that "Crimpville", "North Bellingham" 
and "Caryville" were all a part of Rawson's Farm later on. The two main churches were 
established here also. Here was the center of influence and "culture" as it was known 
in those days and from it the nation felt the ebb and flow of Bellingham folk. 

Descendants of Rawson are still with us. Some reside in Upton also. 

Although Rawson became a very wealthy man with a large family he was most generous 
to his children,that,in the end,made him insolvent. 

In issue #75 we feature a picture of Rebecca Rawson. She was the ninth daughter 
of Edward who had a tragic experience with a "suitor" of sorts. Under a false name 
they were married in 1679 and sailed away to England with many fine clothes. Landing 
there they went to the home of one of her relatives. Early the next morning he took 
the trunk keys to the vessel and said that he would return for dinner. The trunks 
came empty and she never saw him again! Finally they found out that his true name 
was Thomas Rumsey and had gone back to his wife at Canterbury. As was said:"he put 
a cheat on Mr. Edward Rawson, to accomplish his abominable villainy and deceive him 
of his daughter." She supported herself and daughter for 13 years in England then she 
left for Boston for a visit. They arrived at Port Royal, Jamaica where, in 1692008 
great earthquake swallowed the ship and part of the town. Having gone ashore earlier 
her Uncle was the lone survivor of the tragedy who lived to relate what hapvpened. 

They have now all gone to their "reward" and "Rawson's Farm" is no more but a memory. 
It was indeed, quite a "chunk" of Bellingham during its heyday. 
a 


Ne he jhe Man YE 


a 
> 
‘\ 7 aN 
ae not. Ae 
*, ee 
i ees ee rypry FECT )Pyy som brs) oy 
¢, 4 
Ciaoeets 
ee RasbeeSY e 
: 7 ° 
- oe ae. : PLY ) 
& Re a es ey a. ae Gt ers e@ = 
alt <3 Serer pi ee =e 
ape ae 


‘BrL\ 


Agend| SHOR MEN) 
( WAVY SUOS a 


$391 MNP [2 VOmobog v bywwornamy> rmrmoyd, 2 PRA RAR ROR 


fo 
C——— 
_—_— 


___——, 


yg 10 


2 
*7900d48 OU0JZSHOBTA UO peqBooT Useq sABY 
Ktqyssod you ptnoo (Teuotyeseisu0p) younyo ey 


48y3 oes uBO NOK SpdoOded eqeuedes sory Os9yy Wold 


(*puB—T peq SBM STUY Jo Soe10B uesASTH) 

‘O2?LI UT ,PTeTd SutTuTedy, B SB 4NO PFBT setoB 

LL Sem odteyy PUBT eSNOYyZUTZEOeN eR ZuUTpNTou] 

“4S UTBN “ON Zl 98 ,S,sAquouqzeem, USeq pBy 4e8Y OS 
—noy eu poumO ddng QueqTyY ,°dang 4yzeqTVY Jo eoue 
-p}sed ou aeou ‘oT{TyAdwyup se umouy mou AqTUTOTA 
eu} UT pextTy ST SUTpPTTNQ eyy JO UOTFIBOOT SUL, 


pe logo 
nS 9ZOSNYOBS SBN ‘f4unog ATOJAON Jo AXOBSTH §,panH,, 


uy ‘G11 ‘sxuequTed °) sngny fq qunoooe eyy Wold 


(aber O44 words) TOoyos uy eytsoddo ATaze9eu 490248 
uoyuney, UO Sufeq sBe o4ts Younyo ey4 sqzutod ujyd 
OSTe 41 “*2cQgt etojeq exeyy Buteq sw ssnoy ToOoYos 
eyy seoetTd eaoge uoTyemLojuy styuy ‘6eQgT Ut 
USUZOSTES EU WOXJ YSnoryy eweo Jopaxo oy TE AUN 
PSUsSTTGe4se JOU SEM YOTARSTP TOOYOS 94 ysnouyqlV 
*190009S UTSN °ON 2J mou SJ oesnoy s,fquouqeom 

“Ot# Mou ‘adequepD eYyy Wors 4YoorgS UTBN °ON UO 
PBOUTTBI 944 JOJ eSptaq eyy aeao ysnf esnoy pug 
eu4 UF PeATT soUucr TeTuBq “dh *enusAy pudz 
4JeH ZgT Mou ‘fenueAy pdojquey uo 4yood9s UTBW °ON 
jO pue 9049 48 UdeABL OU PBY JekBYUL SBTTAT °3d89) 
,°2UOT 490s AQAIOJ pus OpTmM 

qe0ejJ AQIfuZ Sem YI “peustTUuty sem YF SB UCOS BB 
Suyyowedd eamnooud 04 UssOoyo Usy4 SBM 9044TUMIOD &B 
se ‘22/T ‘eune azo feW ynoqe peqyeTdwoo useq SseAsYy 
04 suseddse esnoy styuL (°,eTTyaAdwyap,ut Toousos 
4°0F198Tq UpNbeqouTny) *esnoy-TOOyoss Meu 944 ef 
-tsoddo ATusou ‘souor [opTueq *uW pus aekseuL seyttTq 
*ade9 Jo Zuy[[Temp yUuesedd 944 UeeM4eq SBM O4TS 
aL ‘*dyysdom HoFTqnd azojJ esnoy B 4oede 04 posse 


uMOQ 943 ‘AOquUioAON yxoU 043 Jo ABp YQANOJ ouy,  £290Nd 


mec Cdng 


‘ae ‘rousTd Tetay °aey sq ,suowres AInNQUeD,944 Word 


*extTadudny WoqyUNey, 
-I04SO0I0M JO4BT) °,,WeyqUedm OF UOpusW WOU S903 
984 peoOd pTO ue UT Buypusys oyBqAs pes fpoyreW 
‘9ei1q4 ouTd 8 puB 9OHe4S PTBS 4NOQGe pyTBT seuo4ys Jo 
deey 8 U4tm (°SqZo0r4s UOJUNB] / UTBN “ON ) dJoudod 
s,fqieuqeom Jsou Sutpuezs oH84S B ST 91944 BIOUM 
qeS oq esnoYySuTyeeW oud 3849 PeqOA, ‘TT °AON OCLT 


--c oZed fspuizooey uUMO] WO 


uoTABOOT YounyO wudAta 


*soTioqysty 1948T pus 
JOT [Tdbe 04 SUOFAIALIOD OSTY 


UuBTIOFSTH TTeApunT uyor 
fq peyoreesay 


6T6T 
eZptdqied *Wd esu0e5 


£q 
SLLYSAHOV SSVN 
WVHONITIdd dO NMOL 
euy Jo 
£1I0O48TH,, 
euy 07 


oVLVYea 


2. 


“ 


SNNCGNACAV 


34 
ny 


SNOILOMYHOD 


4 90B8TC sty oHey 0 LOYYOUB seq SI 

‘uyeSe owes oy 9q ASASU [TTTm ABC Te fF10wd}i *saBsok 
@AF4noesuod G/ JOJ ,sdel, BufyMOTQ Jo souBMAOJIed peyedy 
-p9p 8 yons ssouqytM 04 sSeTTATud ey. pey SuyaAsy jo [nJ 
-9481i ouB OM “*OA0Joq BUOS 9ABY CUM 9SO0Y4 JO 4sSO4 944 
peujof sey sy MON “*aaBy 4QUuSTW om YeUuySpeTp pus 4ysnogJ 
fou yoyyum JOj‘wopesdy pue seseTTazada eyy Aofue 04 
Aq4yfunygroddo ou pey AsuL “*e0Fsyuoes sweddns ufeyuq dog 
weyy JOUOY puBwB SeOTJey peep ANO doequewied 04 ABq 944 

eq plnoys A£ed [B}aoweWN 4844 peAeTTeq ATWATJ eH *LLOT 
UF AL \B8fFA souBWTOsIed saTqnoesuod 44S) e4g ButpNTouy 
,sdey,, SuyAsTad wey Jo ssupypdtoosed odeq [BisAes SAB OM 
“€O6T UF Buyqaeys susek 2G wos ABq [epfuowep Adoae yes 
WEYUSUFTTSd UF sn dOJ ,sdel, meTq oH *PpeATL eu peYy 
dJequeseq JO 440€ 94y UO 16 USeq eABY PTNOM SH “ORT 
u4lz2°0eq uo fUsTHUBAY JO 4yueMsysS *O 4atoqueH ‘faeTZng Avq 
[8fxLOWse,, Snowsej ano jo BSuyssed 9eyy YAyMeTsy 940U OM 


: 112 1) sataap ger 
sie, ere : ara. 


S 
rs 
Pa. Gq 5 F ee. ees 
yYoweTq ut AemUSTH uoqUNe] 194sS9010 


“TIBH umoL oy} MOTEq 4OT 9408 2/T OF 
@ IOJ peSusyoxe sem vote sty TORT Ul 
*BOdB PTOTJSIOUIOM OY MOU ST SOLOB 
LL JO Plots Bupupeay, Teuystuo eudL 
*,,esnoysutzosew oy4 Jo, esaowey 

"uyteN 

ygnos puBe sU0ASHOBT, 4OU--°4S UoqUNeE] 
uo pe4BooT SBM YounyD Z2Z2/T ey ‘uyesy 
*6S9T 30U--S69T 9q pTnoyus 

*€Q9LT 2OU--ELOT 9Q pTNoUS 

*tglLT uy pepunogs 

sem £4};Saeatug umodg °0Q 4OU--0G 9238 
48 fosaer mON 04 9U03 sasYy ,, ABU, OYUM 
‘ur ‘ydesor *uos 8 pey 9H °990748 
uoqyuney uo younyo ystuieg 94a OF 4WUOM 
eH *4Stgdegq B you sem YoouqToH ydesor 


YILIMSON NIBIS 


1 eS 


MAOH WP 


2 ) 
M/PBOU @ 


TE 


ey 2 
92 


S2 


€2 


Pena’ OPO 


TPP TW 
06 

06 

9 

S 

SS 


ci 


€ 


"1S6LT 30U--S9LT 99 PTNOUS 
(°q0e0I9s Woy ysouqungd) *TTem 9euo4s 
ey fq umog ‘oe TepedoH yyNOoOS ‘k19040mWe9 
PTOTjJaqem OU UF Ppetanqg sq BaqedoeTO 
*IOdd9 UT ST peAdos save 
jo yyZueT “erey Buystyoevrd ‘eedyqy you 
--si0},00p TToewuBosg omy ATUO etom SLO] 
*DIOJTIN MOU SUOPUSW UT SBM “OLE POATT 
Jeaeu TTouuBeos “1°S *dq °ed094g UsedH 
oud 3OU--,,95NOH TTOL, 949 Sea STUL 
-J29T UT “ar ‘adequeg qeTqueH °4dBp 
04 4T PTOS eH “dows fT TeumBog °O 
uyor sofew ‘uos Sty OF UO 4F pessed 
uin} UF eH _“TTeumeos uyof °*dd *uos 
Sty ueyL *pud *TToewuBeos efTse] "Aq 
‘meT-uf-uos sty Aq peumo usyL *pud 
43eqa09 uyor *aq fq 0S/T-OtLT punous 
ATtnqg ‘,asnoy udeae], 94Q SBM STUL 
*ueyy TFyUN 
PIOJTIN UF SBM “OOLT FOU--T6LT TO9TV 
*padOfLTIN MON fOWTzZ OY 3B 
uopuen ut efom LouL °y€SLT TTI 9404 
pesftzovrd [[Toumecos “dd ySdTtJ yy pus 
LELT Uy etey petyzes Aeyy,,--SAoWsY 
*6hlt FousseqLIscHst 
*tHLT 30U--9SLT UT pepuBasTd 
“€QOT FOU-gggT U40CE 
*poomyoo0y yOU--HOOUQGTOH eT qQeyTueN 

°0 
sana Buyoes ednqyotd *pozBd MON °OAY 
plOJZABY pue sACIH JO Jeutoo--,,o8NoH 
ULOABL, PTO 943 UF SBM OSNOY TTOL SUL 
* 9109S usedy quesedd oy} 48, eAOMOY 
"6tLT 2OU QHLT 
*,2S9PTO, PaoM 044 sAOWOY 
*pBeqysut °4S uoqUNeY 
04 SAON °9S EUOYsSHOBTA UO OATS YounyH 
[BUOTIBZ9IBZUOD 94 eACWOY *UOpUuEeW 
UT *4S 8948q 04 aoAo UsYyy SOTT Oqnou 
uo £gesanu 044 aeeu Suyssodo ‘4no pues 
puod ey4 aBeou Us *4xY *eAY 9S0Y JJOo 
PBOUTFBI OY Jopun quem “*puod xOog 
fq umop Jeudoo , MOTTA PuBADy, 38 JO 
qno 4I 4°48 UOpUuEW JO 4YZUET TINS eu4y 
Buote una you ptp ABmT BY 39019S SUL 


B4bIIq 


ce 


eingotd 


Ot 


92 
8 
€ 


6T 


u0}T4005 
quoaj 


esuT 


$$ 


TS 


TS 


* dey 


eseg 


9 *fanqgues uno oqguy A£xo4s styuy 


»4t189, 09 ATOXHFT F80W euo ey, otOM eu JT 
S8 OHTT SHOOT 47 9849 OS OT6T UT PETP puUB 
QTQT UT UAOg SBM POoOMHION *W ydesor *AoYy 
‘loTTdee pefp Pey OJTM S,YBON “pug BuUBO? 
‘7oqyusnBp PeMOPTM SFY YBFM SuoTB gcQT UT 
(4874ded) younygo eyz pus WeYysUTTTed eT 
ey USeyM 4yUCUIEZeAS STUY SOPBM SAB OF UO 
-JaTpeay Aq pyes st “ur SUePTY YUBON uoDBed 
*siBeo 

peou[ year esn 04% uoytgesaedo ue [[TBUS 004 

uo sem Sujyutw eyy ATqueasddy ‘uojzUNnBYy, UT 
JoyeW eA04S B OF UOT BupAarBd OOHT F405 
-eq £oq B8 SB UOSem oLO UB UO Opod J94sSBN 
-oBW uopion “*sdew gggT ¥ 9LQT UO aieodde 
souTW uyOg *S6t eqnor Jo 4sey ‘ueusUuTI Ted 
UQZION dorvou sz94etT dn pouedo euytw uodt c# 
"as uSTH ggo-fguedoud [TTTH pasyoty UO SBM 
euTW UOTE T# °eU0q4szOUM q,0u--farenb 348TS 
*pIsder yOU--,,[TNsedeL,, 


(*2SQT 3OU--cERT 


*STST 3OU--gTOT 

*mOo4gsSesog 4ou 

---sdew uo Lempow yseq Se savodde sTuL 
GELT UF UMOZ 09 OWBD “QTLT 

elojeq JTBeoqyeW uYyor fq 4TFNq sem WOH 
*poomyooy 

eouuow ydesor jo dequsnep 4ou--d94SsTS 
*Q6LT 20U--O06LT FOHONAMED 

"J9lT y0OuU--6glT AT4eaeg 
*JHQT-TIgI--selsJty weysUTTTEd 

“GLLT 61 THady 

uo [TBO 99 potomsSuUe 4STT STU UF USW EE 
"44009 snuBaT&S--MOd YAQuNnoJ jo do, °49095 
TOTUBYAeN--WO4WOG MO Putyy ‘fourweuU 4sSeB] 
“4sats 

qou--younyo puoses STH “gOQgT FOU--£OQT 
tsdoesutjJ sty jo vedyqZ JJO gyno TTSQ 944 
JO eH0NAS 4SATJ OR USM oUWBAJ BSuyqyaoddns 
TTeq 943 UO puBYy STU pBey 9Yy CL0Q9T44V 

ut Adj{Teq younyo mou o4y UF TT9q 944 UBd 
£oyy ueum “OCQgT TFIUN CAOQETIAV OF FUEM 
“STQt-Ttgt WBYysUTTTed UF Joysed Sem Of 
*SuyS Butg qou--"°A°N *zuUBSBeTZ PUNOW 
*HogT 3OU--HTIgT °F TOgT woud 

“OLTQT UF PTPTIJPON UT PEeUTBpAo SBM OH 
*IZgl uy pezfTussu0 

sem £49T0OS TBUOTYBS9IZUOD mou B BLOJoq 


VLIVuda 


eanyoqtd 


It 
S 
q 


co 


48TT 
AS 


uogT 
LT 
OT 
Ot 


out 


TOT 


Lec 
TREE 


BLE 
LTT 
LEE 
gIt 


eBed 


pred sem yqep COOL euU4 S40 yoroul, *“Sqst 

-3deq 049 03 poqyUued ocom Smod 943 JO SOW 

*kyoToos 4ysqqded pTo 949 sem STULL 

*doquew AZeToOS pus YounyD B@ SBm seUuof “AW 

*kyeTI0S 

stua peujtof suosuods [euyzspuo ey Jo 

6 pue (TIQT Ut)peqysuodaoout sem KyeZoos 

4stqdeq mou 8 4TTNq sem [Tey 944 J94Je 

suvok ouUIN ‘“ZOQT 99 sotud AqeToOS 4ST 

4,deg p[o euj jo Sdequiem otem USUW OMY £Tu0 
“I *u fpTetsyqtTus go 

TIT) e8d00D 04 popdeme sem 4OBI4QU0D SUL 

oo*O0Ons sem TTB@H uMo] e49 JO 48090 TBIOL 

*J@lT ‘ge Atne petp sus 

“"¢€glt ‘te Atnr ‘uepTV UBON *ASY JO 194 

~yanep ‘suuBsor pefuiew oH 

*GglT 30U--TELT 

*LEQT UF PETP OFFM 

STH ‘“6EQT UF SQ SBM PUBTST °JFO9TLOOUT esy 

*\,980Tad yQouUeN, ©44 PEeTTBO Sem 

pusfte] *yowe *sqT OL jo seseeyo [BUOTITPpPS 

eerayqy sntd *SqT O€2T peustem esooyo ouL 

SELL UT 

younyg 48ftqydeq TROOT eyg poeuTofpuBTeT Ur 

*1QLT 30U--LOLT-TSLT 

*uUOTTBTOOSBSy 4sTydeqd UslueM 944 SBM STUL 

*anoJ you--we4yeT sasvek 4UusTA 

*te 3Ou--02 38 peaowW 

‘6T 38 petduem UepTV 

*SuUOUIOS [BUTZ 

-TIO 9Seyy JO 9auyy SBy YounyO ystqdeg oUuL 

PCCUL 

Uy 9} ynoqe 940am oy USM SABTTOP O4UT 

POeAToI0ed pey 4USTM 3849 ,,Spunod, pe yter 

-uoo pey soustay °,SaetTTop Aqgsts 07 Aquos, 

‘soqeqs 6T osed uo sesadnoostp sty ut 

IOUSTY “AY °,,SABTTIOP, 99 ,spunod,, eSusyg 

.°df, Pps oweu 4ustm YUdesor Oo] 

*I9AdIOJ 4SOT 

sem yonu snug °SS2T-StLT go Auetd 4UusTM 

UBUBUTA 942 UZFM BZuoTe podseddestp 47 

ueym 6T6T TF9gUN HAeTO umOT eyz Jo uoysse 

-ssod oy} ut sem 6t1gT-SSlT Wous sie qysnep 

sfy pue yUSTM Tenues fq ydex Auetp teyzoUuy 

"tt FON*Gounyo ysTqdeq YAUsTS CU SBM STUL 

*,,700q younyo, 943 3dex HOoUQTOH qeTSUdTTA 

(puemkey WetTTTM) °yUBUeAOD YOuNYyo 944 uSfs 

qou Pip usu sud *USsAeS 4OU--sA1Ee4ZO SUTN 

gelT 4q poeztqzdeq o1am 4UuZ3yTe 4yOU--UaASS 


"02 30U 


VLV ud 


"€€QT 2OU--cEQT 


€e 


He 


te 


te 


out 


SIt 


STt 


OT 
OT 


cOtT 
OOT 
OOT 


OOoT 
OOT 


e3ed 


Dr. William G. McLoughlin 


We will present for your pleasure a lecture that Dr. McLoughlin ave to the Be - 
ham High School Honor Society on December 9, 1965. He is 5 Phareason of histdey ice 
Brown University in Providence, Rhode Island. Bellingham has used the excellent 
facilities for advanced learning and has been connected with this great University 
from the time it was founded in 176, as a Baptist sponsored Institution for higher 
learning. Dr. McLoughlin gave another lecture to the Lions Club of Bellingham on 
Dec. 20, 1966. It was somewhat similar to the one a year previous as to content and 
stressed the heritage of Bellingham through Rev. Noah Alden, Pastor of the Baptist 
Church in the Center, 1766-1797. The lecture will continue for a number of issues, 


"When Bellingham was a center of Dissent, 1719-183." 
OE os aed Race AE BDA LE atl hahah tah lad ROY avo dofein 


Dr. McLoughlin speaks: "I am very pleased to be here tonight both because I wish to 
pay my respects to Miss Fontaine and to those of you who are in the Honors Society and 
also because I have, over the past few years, come to know a little about the history 
of Bellingham from studying its old town and church records. Bellingham has an unu- 
Sual history, for in the days when the Puritans controlled Massachusetts, this town 
was controlled by dissenters from Puritanism. In my talk tonight I want to try to do 
two things. First, because I am a historian, I want to tell you a little about Amer- 
ican history and second, because it is an important problem for all students today, I 
want to say a few things about the question of dissent or protest in general." 


Continuing: "We live in an age when it can be dangerous to dissent. If you are a 
Negro in Alabama and you dissent against the dogma of White Supremacy you are liable 
to be shot at from a passing car. If you are a student of draft age in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan and you dissent against the War in Viet Nam, you are liable to wind up in a 
fox hole getting shot at by the Viet Cong. If you are a pacifist and you picket a 
Veterans Day march in New York City, you are liable to wind up in the hospital with a 
broken jaw. 
Now many people say that one reason we find it so hard to tolerate dissent in our 
country today is because the world has grown so complex and so inter-related that we 
must act by consensus cr we will never be able to act at all. If the worls was less 
complicated, according to this argument, if we lived in the quiet, simple days of one 
hundred or two hundred years ago, then it would not matter so much if people dissented, 
The pace was slower then, the world was less complicated, and a few dissenters here 
and there didn't make much difference. Well, I wonder if this is true one hundred 
years ago, when Henry Thoreau protested against the United States! war on Mexico, the 
town of Goncord in which he lived was a quiet country town. Nevertheless Thoreau had 
to go to jail for his dissent. And two hundred years ago in the 1760's when the Bap- 
tists dissented against compulsory religious taxation in Massachusetts much of New 
England was still a frontier wilderness but still, the Puritans vut these Baptists in 
jail for refusing to support the established church. Three hundred years ago in the 
1650's when the Quakers tried to versuade the people of Boston that Puritanism was a 
false religion, four of them were hanged on Boston Common. 
The truth of the matter is that dissent can be dangerous in any age and in any country, 
especially when it challenges the fundamental assumptions upon which a society rests. 
And that is because people have to agree on certain basic ideas and patterns of behav- 
ior before any society, any culture or social order can achieve stability and order. 
And since an excessive amount of dissent tends to break down the order and stability 
of a society, it is strenuously resisted by those who want to preserve that society. 
When you get too much dissent you get Revolution, as we did in America in 1776 and 
again in 1861. And if you do not get a new consensus after the Revolution you will 
get anarchy (as in the Congo today)(1965) or a dictator ship (as you did after the 
French Revolution). 
So dissent is a serious tusiness. It is taken seriously by every society. And it 
ought to be taken seriously by dissenters. 
Tonight I want to talk to you about two dissenters who lived two hundred years ago 
who took their dissent very sericusly. These are the two men you have probably never 
heerd about in your history classes and they ere not mentioned in your textbooks, but 
they nevertheless played an important part in a protest movement which had a major 
nspact on American society. 
Mot two men I want to talk to you about are Noah Alden and Isaac Backus. Interesting 
names, but I doubt whether they ring a bell with many of you. Yet I think ney ane 
important to you for three reasons: first, because they are intimately associete 


3 1 of Bellingham; second, because they were leaders in the movement to 
Been cts épurch ae State in America; and third, because they were dissenters who : 
had a worthy cause and who were willing to teke the consequences for asserting tha 
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cause in. the face of the stubborn opposition of their neighbors and of the society 
in which they lived. 
As you know, the Puritans came to Massachusetts Bay in 1629 in order to escape relig- 
fous persecution in England. But when they got to Massachusetts Bay, they set up a 
social system which was elmost as rigid as that which they had left behird. Only here 
:t was their religion which was considered the only true religion, and dissenters 
from the Puritan system like Roger Williams, Anne Hutchinson and the Baptists were 
told to get out of Massachusetts if they did not like it here. Some of them did get 
out but others steyed on and suffered the consequences. You cannot stop important 
dissenting ideas simply by threatening peoples lives. 
"hen Noah Alden was born in Massachusetts, in 1725, dissenters from Puritanism were no 
longer banished or hung, but every person who lived ir. that colony was forced to pay 
religious texes to support the Puritan churches. If you were not a Puritan (a Cong- 
recationalist)--if you were a Baptist or a Quaker or an Episcopalian ( there were no 
Romen Catholics or Jews in Massachusetts then)--you could worship in your own church, 
but you had to support that church by what amounted to double taxation. That is, you 
paid compulsory taxes toward the support of the established church of the Puritans in 
your town or vsrish, and you also paid voluntarily to support yeour own minister and 
your own church. The Puritans called this freedom of conscience because it allowed 
anyone to worshir as he cleased so long as he paid taxes to support the State church. 
=zut the dissenters called this double-taxation and "nersecution", some of them said 
it was against their corsciences to vay to suoport a church which preached a false 
religion and which led people down to hell instead of teaching them how to get to 
Heaven. (This view is similar to that held by many Roman Catholics today in regard 
to the public school system which they must support by compulsory taxes but which 
they feel they cannot, in good conscience, send their children to.) 
In those days, of course, it was possible to appeal over the heads of the Puritan 
rulers of Massachusetts to the King of England, if you thought the rulers were break- 
ing the laws of England (just as today we appeal to the Supreme Court against state 
laws which seem unconstitutional--say the state laws on birth control or state laws 
requiring Eible reading in the schools). And so this is what the dissenters did. 
They appealed to the King in 1725. . And as a. result of their appeals to the King, the 
-uritens of Massachusetts were forced in 1727 and 1728, to pass some laws which exemp- 
ted Quakers, and Baptists, and Episcopalians (but no others) from paying taxes to 
support the Puriten churches. But these early tax exemption laws had several strings 
tied to them. For one thing, in order to be exempt from religious taxes a dissenter 
had to produce a certificate signed by his minister and several members of his church 
to prove that he was a member. And the other string was that the minister who signed 
this certificate had to swear that the man for whom he was signing was "conscientious- 
ly of the Bavtist, Quaker or Episcopalian persuasion". .Now the Quakers and Episcopal- 
Tons did not mind these strings and they were content with the tax exemption laws. 
But the Baptists did not like the laws or the strings attached to them. They did not 
like to be required to have to get certificates because that seemed to them to indic- 
ate that they were second-class citizens-people who were entitled to religious freedom 
only when they had a certificate. And they did not like to have to swear that someone 
else was conscientiously a believer in their principles because they did not think 
they ought to pry into other people's consciences. The Puritans however felt that 
many persons would claim toc be Baptists just so that they could get out of vaying 
taxes to support the established church, so in their tax exemption laws they placed 
uoon the Baptists the burden of deciding which persons were honest Baptists and which 
were tax dodgers! The Baptists thought that religious freedom meant that people must 
follow their own consciences and not have them pried into by their neighbors or by 
public officials. So while the tax exemption laws seemed to the Puritans to be grant- 
ing full freedom of conscience to dissenters, the Baptists considered these laws to be 
srenting merely a limited form of toleration. For over a hundred years the Baptists 
fought to get this problem cleared up -- just what was "freedom of conscience" or "rel- 
igious liberty" and just what rights did the State have to regulate the churches and 
the individuals who belonged to them. Out of this century of controversy from 1730 to 
1830 developed the unique American tradition of Separation of Church and State. And 
in the development of this tradition Noah Alden and Isaac Backus played a major role. 
In some ways, as I shall try to show you, they played a more important role than eith- 
er Roger Williams or Thomas Jefferson -- though most history books have given the 
credit for this tredition to these more famous men. (Ed.--This is very important for 
you to remember and promote at every opportunity--Bellingham was deprived of the honor : 
justly due it as its share of initiating this great principle of separation of church 
and State through its elder pbdet etal they AP: Noah Alden.) 
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The town of Bellingham was, as most of you know, incorporated in 1719, six yeers bef- 
ore Noah Alden was born. And from its founding it contained a large number of Bavtists 
who came from Rhode Island and the old Plymouth colony area. 

When the Puritans or Send di Bape ee in Bellingham instelled a minister of the est- 
ablished church here in 1726 the town--following the laws for e11 towns in “assechu- 
setts--voted to lay texes on all the inhabitants of Bellingham in order to raise money 
to pay the salary of the minister. Four dissenters who refused for conscientious rea- 
ons tc vay these taxes were taken to Boston and vlaced in jaill Two of them were 
Quakers and two were Baptists. They sent a vetition to the legislature prctesting the 
infringement of their religious liberty and eventuelly they were released.; “any other 
Baotists and Quakers in the town also refused theresfter to vay taxes that were laid 
in tcwr meeting each year to support the established church. 

The town did not want to put all these peonle in jail, but on the other hand the mini- 
ster complained if his salary was not paid. At first the town vetitioned the lesisla- 
ture to ask the state tc hely them in vaying the salary. But the legislature refused, 
saying it was the duty of the town to raise this money! For ten years the people of 
Bellingham quarreled and argued over this oroblem, while the minister comolained about 
the fact thet he was not getting his full salary each year because the Baptists and 
Quaxers would not pay their shere. In most towns in New England at this time, if a 
dissenter refused to pay his religious taxes and if he could not produce a certificate 
saying thet he was a Baptist or a Quaker, he was either taken to jail or the sheriff 
confiscatea some of his goods and sold them at auction to pay the tex! There are many 
stories of dissenters who had a sheriff or constable come to their house and take a 
cow or a horse or some vewter plates or a saddle and sell them to pay the religious 
tax which the dissenter refused to pay for conscientious reasons. 

Up until 1737 there was no Baptist church in Bellingham and the few Baptists who obta- 
ined certificates did so because they belonged to the Baptist Church in Swansea, Mass- 
achusetts, thirty miles awey. In 1737, however, the Baptists in Bellingham did form 
their own church, and two years later, the Congregational minister gave uv trying to 
collect his salary anc devarted for Boston. The Congregationalists in Bellingham 
tried for eight yeers to fina another minister,but they were now a minority and no 
Puritan minister wanted to come to a town where it would be so hard to collect the 
taxes to pay his salary. And after 1739 there was never another Puritan minister here 
The dissenters of Bellinshem thus won a great victory over the Puritan system because 
they stood uo for their rights of conscience even when it meant going to jail or have- 
ing their goods taken from them and sold by the sheriff. 

However, Bellingham wes an exceptional town. In all otner towns in Massachusetts the 
lezislature insisted on maintaining its tax-supvorted religious establishment. And 
because there was not, in most towns, a sufficient number of dissenters to make such 
an effective crotest as here, tnere were constant battles between dissenters - prim- 


arily the Eaotist dissenters - and the establishment for the next eighty years. Not 
until 183) did the system of compulsory religious taxation finally come to an end in 
Massachusetts -- and that was over forty years after the First Amendment to the Fed- 


eral Constitution wes adopted. The First Amendment, of course, merely prohibited 
Conzress from making any law resvecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof. The First Amendment at this time did not apply to the 
States. And thus the New Hngland states were able to continue to maintain their est- 
ablished churches and their comoulsory religious taxes so long as the majority of the 
oeople in each state wanted to do so. Nothing that Roger Williams did or said in 
Rhode Island, nothing that Thomas Jefferson said or did in Virginia, nothing that 
James Madison said or did in Congress, could change the Puritan system of Massachusetts 
That could only be changed when the veople of Massachusetts themselves were ready and 
willing to change it. And since the overwhelming majority in Massachusetts were Fur-. 
itans or Congregationalists whe liked the system and who believed firmly that it was 
the only proper system for Church and State, the establishment of the Congregational 
churches supported by law continued. 

The law required every town to have an established Congregational minister and in 
1743 the County Court fined the town for not having a minister as the law required. 

So the Congregationalists were caught in an impossible position. If they got a mini- 
ster they could not raise enough money by taxes to pay him; and if they did not get a 
minister, the town was fined by the authorities for not having one ! The only way out 
of this dilemma was to ask the legislature to free them from the requirement of having 
an established minister and church in Bellingham and to let the Congregationalists 
attend the established churches in the Be A eanOr TEs towns. The legislature reluctantly 
granted their request. And, so far as I know, this was the only town in the whole of 
Massachusetts, which was granted the right ay to have an established church supported 


by religious taxes. Continued 
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Passing of TIME, 


Seems like only "yesterday" that EASTER was upon us and now cn the 19th it is here — 
again in 1581 ! Odd how it comes on the anniversary of Lexington and Concord to remird 
us of two entirely differing things of birth and death. So the Bellingham Historical 
Commission extends Best Wishes for this occasion. Then we have Mother's Day on the 
10th of May. How precious are the memories of her while she walked this road of life. 
You,who still have her near,take the time to make this a special day for her and why 
not make it year round ? When the time comes for the grim reaper to take her, remember 
it becomes a"long" time, a very long time. Suddenly another tragic date rolls around- 
that cf Memorial Day. With so many wars to commemorate it leaves a voic when we recall 
the millions who died for man's lust for power. Power that becomes a void, too, when 
the grim reaper cancels all gains and the plece knows them no more 3 

We must not forget our own Deborah Sampson who honored us by enlisting in the Continen- 
tal army on May 20, 1782 down in Crimpville; masquerading as man and successfully get- 
ting away with it for 15 months ! There was also another sad note in the history of 
Bellingham for the month of May as we are reminded of the death of Rev. Noah Alden on 
May 5, 1797. Another chapter on the lecture by Dr. William G. McLoughlin is in this 
issue revealing the great contribution Alden made during his lifetime, especially 

while here in Bellingham. Giving us an honor that was never recognized by historians. 
This is also the time when May gives us those beautiful flowers to see and smell. 
REMEMBER the exquisite fragrance emanating from the violets and lilacs as the wind 
wafted the enriching odor to our sensitive and receptive nostrils ? The pleasure has 
not diminished in spite of age nor has the memory failed to cherish them. So when you 
retire for another night of rest--happy may the memories be. 


TEMPER SCRIPT TEASE : 
HE temper is a funny thing, 3 } ; DON H * * = 
Ne inate ies SRE. ee ae in my hand, I hope, WHICH LOVED THE BEST? 
y ates As down the street I trip, 
Because, instead of vanishing, 
It shows most when you lose it. 


That there’s a druggist who can cope 
With my doc’s penmanship. 
SS Fs Bs Reser 


“IT love you, Mother’, said little 


OOLED 2: 
But forgetting his work, his cap 


went on, 
And he was off to the garden 


swing, 
Leaving his Mother the wood to 
Is { bring. 


“T love you, Mother’, said little 
Nell. 
“I love you better than words 
can tell’. 
But she teased and fretted, full 
half the day, 
’Til her Mother rejoiced when 
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she went to play. 


“T love you, Mother’, said little 
Nan, 
“Today I’ll help you all I can. 
How glad I am school doesn’t 
keep”’. 
And she rocked the baby ’til it 
fell asleep. 


Then creeping softly, she took the 
broom, 
And swept the floor and dusted 
the room, 
Cheerful and busy all day was she, 
Happy and gay as a child could 
be. 


“T love you, Mother’, again they 
said, 
Three little children, going to 
bed. 
How do you think the Mother 
guessed 
Which one really loved her best? 


The Merry Month ef May 


We are aware that many of you would never have the opportunity to read a "yarn" from 


a contemporary author in Bellingham today unless we were 


story in our Crimpville Comments for a good 


to include this delightful 


hearty belly laugh. We are fortunate to 


have such an artist who has the knack of weaving words into a rib-tickler. 


8—Milford Daily News, Thursday, July 10, 1980 
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On The Home Front 


The Inconvenient ‘Convenience’ 


Courtesy of 


By ROBERTA HENAULT 
Daily News Staff 
BELLINGHAM ~— It’s that time of 
year again. 


Along with thousands of others, my husb- 
and and I are planning our annual vacation. 
The get-away spot is a miniscule piece 

of Vermont mountainside where a 20-year 
old mobile home, affectionately known as 
the "Ark", perches unsteadily on cinder 
blocks. When mountain winds turn to gale- 
force, the Ark rocks and causes at least 
one person to complain of seasickness. 

“Where's the dramamine?" I asked one wild 
and blowing morning during our last vacat- 
ion. "Can you see land yet?" I inquired 
of my husband. 

"Very funny. It isn't that bad. A little 
rocking soothes the nerves," he replied.He 
has a habit of overlooking that which he 
wants to overlook. 

The place has other shortcomings, also 
blissfully ignored by him. For ‘example, 
on first inspection of the Ark, water did 
not run from the faucats when they were 
turned on. 

"There's no running water," I announced. 

"There is running water--about a half- 
mile from here at a mountain stream," he 
said. “We also have a 12 foot well,” he 
quickly added, as he saw me begin to run 
back down the road to Massachusetts, some 
350 miles in the distance. 

"That's more like it," I said, turning 
back again. 

Lifting the cover of the well, I noted 
the absence of water in the 12-foot hole. 

"Where's the water?" 

"That's funny," he said, scratching his 
head. “It was full last March when I 
bought the place. But this has been a dry 
July. It must have dried up - very common 
with shallow wells." 

As part owner of a LeafootshoLle, 1 .eLv 
obligated to do something constructive with 
4t. A mental measurement of my husband 
assured me that he would fill the hole 
nicely with plenty of room to practice 
Olympic leaping and wall scaling. 


I resigned myself to the situation. 

There would be no water unless a halfmile 
trek was made into the wilderness to the 
mountain stream. 

"OK, there's no water. What about the 
bathroom?" I asked, the seed of doubt gro- 
wing as high as the maple tree I was stand- 
ing under. 

"T was saving that as a surprise," he 


{| said, pointing to a small cubicle near the 


mountain top. Although undersized, it could 
hardly be overlooked. From top to bottom, 
it was painted over with enormous yellow 
and red daises - in fluorescent paint. 

"Ttt!s called a "convenience" by the 
locals, otherwise known as an outhouse." he 
explained. "The fluorescent paint will make 
it glow in the dark...in case we have to 
find at at’ night." 

"How thoughtful. Just what I've always 
wanted," I said, imagining the wildlife 
safari that would escort me to the "conv- 
enience" during the night. 

The painted daises were blinding in com- 
parison to the shades of green surrounding 
us on the mountain. 
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"Couldn't you tone down the colors abit? 
Those daises will bring in night flights 
from the Barre-Montpelier airport," I said, 
hastily adding it was embarrassing to have 
the outhouse glowing like a Fourth of July 
firecracker. 

"What if the neighbors stop by for a 
drink. The first thing they'll notice is.. 
..thati" I said, gesturing toward the 
object in question. 

The hum of advancing machinery caused us 
to glance toward the road. A tractor, 


bearing a ruddy-faced farmer, approached us 


and stopped. 

"You must be the new summer folks," 
the farmer. "I see you got yourself a 
nice "convenience" up the hill a piece." 
I eee be aera Sperone for a way 
to explain the spectre on the hill. 

"Tt's not what you think it is," I said 

quickly, trying to recover from the 
embarrassment that was turning my face 
crinson. “It's a tool shed, and...we 
are ah...about to put tools in it when 
you drove up. Weren't we going to put 
tools in it, dear," I said nudging my 
husband, who looked confused. 

He glanced at my red face and went along 
with the lie, probably thinking I was 
close to a stroke. 

"She's right. It's a tool shed. I was 
just about to store the lawnmower in ipa 
he said. 

"T guess I happened by at the right 
time," said the farmer. "I'll give you a 
hand with it," he offered, alighting from 
his tractor. , 

Both my husband and I looked at each 
other speechless. Neither of us seemed 
able to find the excuse that needed to be 
made. 

"Load'er right up here on the tractor. 
Drive'er right up there," said the farmer, 
"You might as well climb aboard,too," he 
said to us. 

The fluorescent daises became larger as 
we climbed the mountain with the lawnmow- 
er. I remembered my mother's warning 


said 


THIRD CLASS MAIL 
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"Ok, just open the door now, we'll put 
ter right in there," said the farmer, 
lifting the lawnmower while my husband 
opened the door of the outhouse. I stood 
well back from the scene unfolding in 
front of me like a bad dream. I closed my 


eyes and heard a heavy thump. As I opened 


them again, the farmer was closing the 
outhouse door. 

"Thank you for your help," I stammered. 

"That's all right. Got hayin' to do now," 
and the farmer drove off down the road. 

"Did he really put the lawnmower in 
there?" I asked after the tractor was 
safely out of sight. 

"He did." 

"But where? I mean there's no place, 
unless..." 

"That's where he put it." 

"You mean down the hole?" 

"Yup. rT) 

"Couldn't we take it out again?" I said, 
noting the veins standing out on my husb- 
and's neck. 

"and have him drive by and offer to put 
it back again. No. The lawnmower stays 
where it is." 

"He must have noticed the outhouse was- 
n't a tool shed. Why didn't he say any- 
thing?" I asked. 

"That's the way the locals are, They 
won't say anything to us but you can bet 


there will be plenty said around the wood- 
stove in the general store tonight. What- 


about lying when I was a child. "One 1ie jever made you say such a thing?"Questioned 


leads to another," I decided it was eas- 
fer to go along with the "tool shed"story. 


my husband, 


"Oh, it's just another side of my creative 


Somehow when we got to the conveniencé, |personality," I answered. 


T'd think of something in the way of an 
explanation. 


16 |the birds and the bees to the kids?" 


"Would you care to hear how I explained 


